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EDUCATION

B.A. Psychology, State University of New York at Buffalo 1986

M.A. Developmental Psychology, University of Houston 1990

Ph.D. Developmental Psychology, University of Houston 1996

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Univ. of Texas School of Public Health  Assistant Professor of Health Promotion 2022-present
& Behavioral Sciences (tenure track)

Univ. of Texas School of Public Health  Associate Director 2020-present
Texas Prevention Research Center

Univ. of Texas School of Public Health  Assistant Professor of Health Promotion 2013-2021
& Behavioral Sciences (non-tenure track)

Univ. of Texas School of Public Health  Associate Director 2007-2014
University of Texas Prevention Research Center

Univ. of Texas School of Public Health Measurement Chair, Healthy Passages  2006-2012
Center for Health Promotion & Prevention Research

Univ. of Texas School of Public Health Faculty Associate 1999-2013
Center for Health Promotion & Prevention Research
Univ. of Texas School of Public Health Research Associate 1999-1999
Center for Health Promotion & Prevention Research
Baylor College of Medicine Instructor 1995-1999
Department of Medicine, Design & Analysis Unit
Baylor College of Medicine Research Instructor 1994-1995
Department of Medicine, Design & Analysis Unit
Baylor College of Medicine Biostatistician 1992-1994
Department of Medicine, Design & Analysis Unit
Baylor College of Medicine Research Technician I1 1987-1992
Dept. of Public Affairs, Office of Health Promotion
University of Houston Teaching Fellow 1991-1992

Department of Psychology
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University of Houston Teaching Assistant 1986-1987
Department of Psychology
State University of New York at Buffalo Research Assistant 1984-1986
Department of Psychology
HONORS & AWARDS
2022 Health Surveys Research Award, IPUMS Health Surveys
2021 Award for Excellence in Community Service, University of Texas Health Science Center
School of Public Health
2010 Mayor’s Volunteer Houston Award for Outstanding Volunteer Service, Homeless &
Orphaned Pets Endeavor
2002 Volunteerism Award, Homeless & Orphaned Pets Endeavor

GRANT AND CONTRACT SUPPORT
A. ACTIVE (Principal Investigator)

2024-2028 Cancer Prevention and Research Institute of Texas. A/l for Them: A multilevel
strategy for HPV-related cancer prevention. This project maintain the current
implementation of the evidence-based intervention, All for Them, in Texas
communities while expanding the intervention strategies to increase HPV vaccine
uptake.

PI: Cuccaro, total: $2,499,966; direct: $2,374,971.

2023-2025 Cancer Prevention and Research Institute of Texas. All for Them Texas: A
multifaceted dissemination and implementation approach to increase HPV
vaccination. The goal of this 2-year study is to develop and test Implementing All
for Them (IM-AFT), a multifaceted implementation strategy to support the
dissemination and implementation of AFT by schools, school districts, and CHCs

or other providers.
PD: Cuccaro, total: $449,959; direct: $427,462.

2022-2024 University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center HPV Vaccination Initiative. A/l
for Them Aldine. The goal of this project is to expand the evidence-based
intervention, A/l for Them, to middle schools in Aldine Independent School District,
a school district in Harris County, Texas.

PI: Cuccaro, total: $212,120; direct: $212,120.

2021-2024 University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center Be Well Communities. Al/ for
Them Baytown. The goal of this project is to expand the evidence-based
intervention, A/l for Them, to high schools in Goose Creek Consolidated School
District, as part of the Be Well Baytown initiative.

PI: Cuccaro, total: $139,513; direct: $139,513.

2020-2024 Cancer Prevention & Research Institute of Texas. Expanding “All for Them”: A
successful multi-level approach to increase HPV vaccination through public
schools. The goal of this project is to expand the evidence-based intervention, A//
for Them, to three school districts in Texas to increase HPV vaccination initiation
and completion in adolescents.
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2019-2024

PD: Cuccaro (Co-PD: Vernon), total: $1,965,091; direct: $1,873,308.

Texas Association of Community Health Centers. Evaluation of a trauma informed
care implementation initiative. The goal of this project is to conduct outcome and
implementation evaluation of an initiative to implement a trauma informed care
(TIC) approach in community health centers for the Texas Association of
Community Health Centers (TACHC).

PI: Cuccaro, total $273,933; direct: $273,933.

B. ACTIVE (Co-Principal Investigator)

2023-2028

2019-2024

Cancer Prevention & Research Institute of Texas (CPRIT). Salud en Mis Manos
(SEMM): An evidence-based breast & cervical cancer early detection and
prevention intervention for underserved Latinas. This project will expand delivery
of Salud en Mis Manos among underserved Latinas in existing and new
communities to increase breast and cervical screening and HPV catch-up
vaccination to further decrease the burden of breast and cervical cancer.

Co-PD (PD: Savas), total: $2,499,495; direct: $2,374,523.

Cancer Prevention & Research Institute of Texas. Salud en Mis Manos: Delivering
evidence-based breast & cervical cancer prevention services to Latinas in
underserved Texas Gulf Coast communities. The goal of this study is to expand the
evidence-based intervention, Salud en Mis Manos, to include 20 counties in the
Texas Gulf Coast and the Rio Grande Valley to further reduce the burden of breast
and cervical cancer in underserved Latinas.

Co-PD (PD: Savas), total: $1,999,956; direct: $1,899,961.

C. ACTIVE (Co-Investigator)

2022-2024

2021-2025

2020-2024

National Institutes of Health. Addressing COVID-19 testing disparities in
vulnerable populations using a community JITAI (Just in Time Adaptive
Intervention) approach — Phase I1I. This study will leverage longstanding
academic-community engaged partnerships in three regions of Texas to use robust
sources of COVID-19 surveillance data, strategies to increase SARS-CoV-2 testing,
vaccination, and mitigation behaviors, and the feasibility of using social networks
to improve SARS-CoV-2 COVID-19 testing and vaccination.

Co-I (PIs: Fernandez, Reininger, McPherson, Bauer, Fujimoto), total: $2,179,847;
direct: $1,493,902

Office of the Governor. Section 17: Texas Epidemic Public Health Institute. The
Texas Epidemic Public Health Institute (TEPHI) is a Texas state government
agency housed by UTHealth School of Public Health. The goal of TEPHI is to
conduct pandemic preparedness for the state.

Co-I (PI: Boerwinkle) total: $34,718,494; direct: $27,732,456.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. University of Texas Prevention
Research Center. Collaborating with community partners to accelerate cancer
control to decrease health disparities.
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2020-2024

Co-I/Associate Director for Community Engagement (PIs: Fernandez & Markham),
total: $3,242,914; direct: $2,193,039.

National Center for Complementary and Integrative Health. Adapting a
mindfulness-based stress reduction intervention for emotion regulation and
impulsivity in homeless youth: A pilot project. The goal of this 3-year study is to
adapt an existing MBSR intervention for sheltered homeless youth and assess
feasibility and acceptability.

Co-I (PI: Santa Maria), total: $731,782; direct: $484,611.

D. COMPLETED (Principal Investigator)

2021-2023

2022-2022

2021-2022

2020-2022

2017-2021

University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center HPV Vaccination Initiative. A//
for Them Crowley. The goal of this project is to expand the evidence-based
intervention, A/l for Them, to middle and high schools in Crowley Independent
School District, a small school district in North Texas.

PI: Cuccaro, total: $110,556; direct: $110,556.

University of Texas Health Science Center at Tyler/DSHS. COVID-19 Vaccine
Hesitancy and Confidence (COVAHC) Survey: A Rapid Community Assessment in
Texas. This project is designed to conduct a community survey to assess COVID-
19 vaccine confidence and hesitancy in Texas.

MPI: Cuccaro/Yamal, total: $614,079; direct: $487,364.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. University of Texas Prevention
Research Center - Connecting Behavioral Science to COVID-19 Vaccine Demand
(CBS-CVD) Network. The goal of this project is to use behavioral science to
develop theory- and evidence-based interventions to increase COVID-19 vaccine
confidence.

MPI: Cuccaro/Fernandez, total: $614,715; direct $487,364.

Texas Association of Community Health Centers. Evaluating the impact of
COVID-19 on community health centers in Texas. The goal of this project is to
evaluate how COVID-19 has impacted Texas community health centers by
conducting a health care gap analysis and evaluating the effectiveness of an
employee tele-psych intervention.

PI: Cuccaro, total $113,967; direct: $73,056.

Cancer Prevention & Research Institute of Texas (CPRIT PP170046). Using social
marketing and mobile school-based vaccination clinics to increase HPV
vaccination uptake in high-risk geographic areas. This project will develop,
implement, and evaluate three evidence-based approaches to increase HPV
vaccination uptake and completion. A communitywide social marketing campaign
coupled with SBVCs to increase parents’ acceptance and initiation of the HPV
vaccination for their adolescents and nurse continuing education. PI, total
$1,499,053; direct $1,425,053.
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E. COMPLETED (Co-Investigator)

2020-2023 Healthy Futures of Texas/Houston Endowment. Toward planning a cross-sector
strategy addressing pregnancy prevention and parenting supports among foster
youth. The goal of this project is to implement the results of conduct a needs
assessment to determine existing health education curricula, current systemic
practices and factors associated with teen pregnancy for youth in conservatorship.
Co-I (PI: Peskin), total: $362,430; direct: $297,413.

2017-2023 Cancer Prevention & Research Institute of Texas (RP170493) Cancer
communication intervention to increase HPV vaccination among Hispanic
adolescents. This project completes the ongoing group randomized intervention
trial to assess the effectiveness of two interventions to increase HPV vaccination
uptake among Hispanic girls; to develop and test the effectiveness of text message
reminders to increase completion of the HPV vaccination series among those who
have initiated, and to increase initiation among those who have not; and to pilot test
the intervention in Hispanic boys.

Co-I (PI: Fernandez), total $1,496,029; direct $1,421,229.

2021-2023 Health Resources & Services Administration. Community-based Workforce
Development and Mobilization to Increase COVID-19 Vaccination Equity in Texas.
This project will develop and implement community outreach and engagement
activities in three Texas regions — 22 counties in East Texas, Houston/Harris
County and South Texas — Cameron and Hidalgo counties.

Co-I (PIs: McPherson, Fernandez, Reininger) total: $10,345,055; direct:
$7,471,769.

2021-2023 Fort Bend County/CDC. COVID Analytics. The goal of this project is to provide
Fort Bend County Department of Health and Human Services with analysis and
interpretation of COVID-19 testing and vaccination data.

Co-PI (PI: Otto), total: $219,779; direct: $197,255.

2021-2024 National Institutes of Health. Addressing COVID-19 Testing Disparities in
Vulnerable Populations Using a Community JITAI (Just in Time Adaptive
Intervention) Approach — Phase II. The goal of this project is to increase SARS-
COV-2 testing in high-risk communities in three areas of Texas — Houston/Harris
County, South Texas (Cameron and Hidalgo Counties), and Northeast Texas (22
counties), using community engagement and education in light of COVID-19
vaccination.

Co-I (PIs: McPherson, Fernandez, Reininger) total: $2,333,085; direct: $1,591,659.

2019-2023 Texas Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy/Houston Endowment. Toward
planning a cross-sector strategy addressing pregnancy prevention and
parenting supports among foster youth. The goal of this project is to conduct a
needs assessment to determine existing health education curricula, current systemic
practices and factors associated with teen pregnancy for youth in conservatorship.
Co-I (PI: Peskin), total $150,000; direct $150,000.

2019-2023 National Institutes of Health. RADx: Understanding and Addressing COVID-19
Testing Disparities in Vulnerable Populations: A Multilevel and Multi-method
Approach. The goal of this project is to increase SARS-COV-2 testing in high-risk
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2019-2020

communities in three areas of Texas — Houston/Harris County, South Texas
(Cameron and Hidalgo Counties), and Northeast Texas (22 counties), using
community engagement and education.

Co-I (PIs: McPherson, Fernandez, Reininger, Otto), total: $4,999,764; direct:
$3,245,902.

Center for Clinical and Translational Sciences. The influence of race/ethnicity
concordance on parent-pediatrician communication and HPV vaccination
outcomes. A mixed-methods study. This project will use both qualitative and
quantitative research methods to better understand the complex effects of race and
ethnicity in parent-provider communications and their impact on adolescent
vaccination outcomes.

Co-I (PI: Savas), total: $34,992; direct: $34,992.

F. PENDING (Principal Investigator)

2024-2029

2025-2026

Baylor College of Medicine/National Institutes of Health. Engaging communities to
develop and evaluate communication strategies for HIV vaccine and prevention
uptake among Black women in the Southern US. The goal of this project is to use a
community-engaged process to develop and test communication strategies for
Black women regarding an HIV vaccine when it becomes available.

PI: Cuccaro (sub), total: $710,771; direct: $455,623.

Houston Grand Opera/National Endowment for the Arts. Evaluation of Cultivating
Empathy Brief Intervention. The goal of this pilot project is to conduct a formal
evaluation of the Cultivating Empathy intervention developed by Houston Grand
Opera to measure the effects of music and storytelling on the development of
empathy within diverse groups in Houston, Texas.

PI: Cuccaro (sub), total: $63,190; direct: $40,560.

G. PENDING (Co-Investigator)

2025-2028

2025-2028

Cancer Prevention & Research Institute of Texas (RP250427). A digital booster
intervention to address Human Papillomavirus vaccine misinformation. This
project will develop and test an intervention designed to actively combat HPV
misinformation that parents encounter in social media and improve HPV
vaccination uptake.

Co-I (MPI: Myneni/Savas), total: $ 1,198,610; direct: $ 1,138,680.

American Cancer Society/Emory University. The Vaccines for Children Program
and HPV Vaccination among Medicaid/CHIP Enrolled Children in Texas: Public
Health Impact and Areas for Improvement. This program will assess the association
between non-medical drivers of health, access to Vaccines for Children vaccination
providers, and vaccine uptake among youth participating in Medicaid and the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) and explore the information-seeking
behavior of individuals related to where to receive HPV vaccination.

Co-I (PI: Suk), total: $311,932; direct: $283,574.
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2023-2027 National Institutes of Health. Disseminating Effective Sexual Health Programs in
Schools Using iCHAMPSS. The goal of this project is to increase the adoption and
implementation of sexual health EBPs in South Texas schools through the rigorous
evaluation of iCHAMPSS 2.0 (CHoosing And Maintaining Effective Programs for
Sex Education in Schools).

Co-I (PI: Hernandez), total: $3,473,908; direct: $2,275,934.

PUBLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

A. ARTICLES IN PEER REVIEWED JOURNALS (*Indicates student authorship)

*Suragh, T. A., Adzrago, D., Yeh, P. G., Allicock, M., Cuccaro, P. (Forthcoming). Exploring the
relationship between vaccine hesitancy and mothers’ perspectives on COVID-19 vaccines for children

ages 5-11 years during the Omicron predominant period 2021-2022: A qualitative study. Frontiers in
Public Health.

*Dias, E. M., Padilla, J. R., Cuccaro, P. M., Walker, T. J., Balasubramanian, B. A., Savas, L. S.,
Valerio, M. A., Chenier, R. S., Fernandez, M. E. (Forthcoming). Barriers to and facilitators of
implementing colorectal cancer screening evidence-based interventions in federally qualified health
centers: A qualitative study. BMC Health Services Research.

*Ejezie, C. L., Cuccaro, P., Savas, L. S., Shegog, R. (2024). Regional differences in provider
recommendation of HPV vaccines among 13-to-17-year-old adolescents from 2019 to 2021. Vaccine.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.vaccine.2024.05.022

. Cribb Fabersunne, C., Milliren, C., Schuster, M., Elliot, M., Tortolero Emery, S., Cuccaro, P. M.,
Davies, S. L., Richmond, T. (2024). Sexual debut in early adolescence and individual, school, and
neighborhood social capital. Journal of Adolescent Health.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jadohealth.2024.04.007

*Choti, J., May, S. B., Dang, B. N., Markham, C., McGlone, M., Cuccaro, P. M. (2024). Acceptability
of a future HIV vaccine: A rapid scoping review. JAIDS: Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndromes, 96(3),197-207. https://doi.org/10.1097/QAI1.0000000000003416

. Tiruneh, Y. M., Cuccaro, P. M., Elliott, K. S., Xie, J., Martinez, J., Owens, M., Alvarado, C. R., Yamal,
J-M. (2024). Vaccine uptake and intentions: Insights from a Texas survey on factors influencing
COVID-19 vaccination decisions. Vaccines, 12, 601. https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines12060601

. Cuccaro, P. M., *Choi, J. (co-first authors), Tiruneh, Y. M., Martinez, J., Xie, J., Crum, M., Owens, M.,
Yamal, J-M. (2024). Parental factors associated with COVID-19 vaccine uptake for children over 5
years of age in Texas. Vaccines, 12, 526. https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines12050526

*Choi, J., Gabay, E. K., Cuccaro, P. M. (2024). School teachers’ perceptions of adolescent human
papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination and willingness to make HPV vaccine recommendations: A
systematic review. Vaccines, 12(4), 361, https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines 12040361

*Craig, D. W., Walker, T. J., Cuccaro, P., Sharma, S., Heredia, N. I., Robertson, M. C., & Fernandez,
M. E. (2024). Using the R=MC2 heuristic to explore factors contributing to the implementation of


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.vaccine.2024.05.022
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jadohealth.2024.04.007
https://doi.org/10.1097/QAI.0000000000003416
https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines12060601
https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines12050526
https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines12040361
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physical activity opportunities in elementary schools: A qualitative study. BMC Public Health, 24, 207
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-024-17744-2

*Chot, J., Cuccaro, P., Markham, C., Kim, S., Tami-Maury, 1. (2023). Human papillomavirus (HPV)
vaccination in males: Associations of HPV-related knowledge and perceptions with HPV vaccination

intention among Korean mothers of boys. Preventive Medicine Reports, 37, 102566.
https://doi.org/10.1016/].pmedr.2023.102566

*Witte, L., Tsai, J., Cuccaro, P., Link, A. Cox, V., Schick, V. (2023). Changes in criminal justice
involvement among renters in Low-Income Housing Tax Credit properties. Housing Studies.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02673037.2023.2266383

Santa Maria, D., Cuccaro, P., Bender, K., Sibinga, E., Guerrero, N., Keshwani, N., Jones, J., Fine, M.
(2023). Adapting an evidence-based mindfulness-based intervention for sheltered youth experiencing
homelessness. BMC Complementary Medicine and Therapies, 23(66). https://doi.org/10.1186/s12906-
023-04203-5

*Ejezie, C. L., Shegog, R., Durand, C. P., Cuccaro, P., Savas, L. S. (2023). A multivariate probit
regression analysis of the uptake of adolescent vaccines among minority teenagers before and during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Journal of Adolescent Health, 7(1), P28-35.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jadohealth.2023.08.007

*Ejezie, C. L., Savas, L. S., Durand, C. P., Shegog, R., Cuccaro, P. (2023). Did the COVID-19
pandemic disrupt yearly progress in HPV vaccine uptake among minority youth? Findings from the
National Immunization Survey-Teen, 2019-2021. JNCI Cancer Spectrum, 7(5), pkad065.
https://doi.org/10.1093/jncics/pkad065

*Craig, D. W., Walker, T. J., Sharma, S., Cuccaro, P., Heredia, N., Pavlovic, A., DeFina, L. F., Kohl
III, H. W., Fernandez, M. E. (2023). Examining associations between school-level determinants and the
implementation of physical activity opportunities. Translational Behavioral Medicine.

Walker, T. J., Craig, D. W., Pfledderer, C. D., Robertson, M. C., Cuccaro, P., Fumero, K.,
Bartholomew, J. B. (2023). Observed and perceived benefits of providing physical activity opportunities
in elementary schools: A qualitative study. Frontiers in Sports and Active Living, 5.
https://doi.org/10.3389/fspor.2023.1240382

*Witte, L., Tsai, J., Cuccaro, P., Link, A. Cox, V., Schick, V. (2023). Examining the potential impact of
restricting Low-Income Housing Tax Credit housing for individuals with certain criminal convictions in
Texas. Housing Policy Debate. https://doi.org/10.1080/10511482.2023.2246943

*Ejezie, C. L., Cuccaro, P., Durand, C. P., Savas, L., Shegog, R. (2023). Parent-reported provider
recommendation of HPV vaccination among minority teenagers before and during the COVID-19

pandemic: Findings from the National Immunization Survey-Teen, 2019-2021. Preventive Medicine
Reports, 35, 102286. https://doi.org/10.1016/].pmedr.2023.102286

Cuccaro, P. M., Choi, J., Gabay, E. K., Wilkerson, J. M., Santa Maria, D., Misra, S. M., Aguilar
McBride, M., Vernon, S. W. (2023). Lessons learned from All for Them: Best practices for a cross-
collaboration approach to HPV vaccination in public schools. Vaccines, 11(5), 946.
https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines11050946



https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-024-17744-2
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pmedr.2023.102566
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1080%2F02673037.2023.2266383&data=05%7C01%7Cpaula.m.cuccaro%40uth.tmc.edu%7Ce8caa9fa356b4822d1a908dbc1b88e20%7C7b326d2441ad4f57bc6089e4a6ac721b%7C0%7C0%7C638316770630319028%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fth9IT7PyWknLBjx4%2BHaWoC411DjJuzNtN14D%2BXjAK4%3D&reserved=0
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jadohealth.2023.08.007
https://doi.org/10.1093/jncics/pkad065
https://doi.org/10.3389/fspor.2023.1240382
https://doi.org/10.1080/10511482.2023.2246943
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pmedr.2023.102286
https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines11050946
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*Farris, K., Preston, S., Cuccaro, P., Hedrick, A., Healy, C. M., Vernon, S., Savas, L. (2023). The
impact of being one of few: Black female pediatricians’ experiences with microaggressions. (Abstract
7549.117). Patient Education and Counseling, 109 (Supplement), 53-54.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pec.2022.10.130

*Leos, R, Cuccaro, P. M., Herbold, J. R., Hernandez, B. H. (2023). School Parent Attitudes and
Perceptions relating to Children’s Mental Health and Animal-Assisted Interventions. Healthcare, 11(7),
963. https://doi.org/10.3390/healthcare11070963

*Chot, J., Markham, C. Tami-Maury, I., Kim, S. Cuccaro, P. (2023) Maternal perceptions of
vaccinating boys against human papillomavirus (HPV) in Seoul, South Korea: A descriptive exploratory
qualitative study. PLoS One, 18(3), €0282811. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0282811

. Myneni, S., Cuccaro, P. (co-first authors), Montgomery, S., Pakanati, V. Tang, J., Singh, T.,

Dominguez, O., Cohen, T., Reininger. B., Savas. L., Fernandez, M. E. (2023). Lessons learned from
interdisciplinary efforts to combat COVID-19 misinformation. JMIR Infodemiology, 3, €40156.
https://doi.org/10.2196/40156

Weber, E., Peskin, M. F., Markham, C. M., Shegog, R., Baumler, E. R., Addy, R. C., Temple, J. R.,
Hernandez, B., Cuccaro, P., Thiel, M. A., Gabay, E. K., Emery S. T. (2022). Economic evaluation of an
intervention to prevent adolescent dating violence (Me & You). Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 0(0),
1-28. https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605221104534

*Choti, J., Tami-Maury, 1., Cuccaro, P., Kim, S., Markham, C. (2023). Digital health opportunities and
interventions to improve adolescent HPV vaccine uptake: A systematic review. Vaccines, 11, 249.
https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines11020249

*Acorda, D., Engebretson, J., DesOrmeaux, C. N., Cuccaro, P., Rozmus, C. (2022). Exploring Latino
perspectives in childhood fever: Beliefs, practices, and needs. Journal of Transcultural Nursing, online
ahead of print. https://doi.org/10.1177/10436596221114149

*Thomas, R. D., Davis, J. W., Cuccaro, P. M., Gemeinhardt, G. L. (2022). Assessing associations
between insecure income and US workers’ health: An IPUMS-MEPS analysis. Social Science &
Medicine, 309, 115240. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2022.115240

*Szeszulski, J., *Helal Salsa, G., Cuccaro, P., Markham, C. M., Martin, M., Savas, L. S., Valerio, M.,
Walker, T. J., Springer, A. E. (2022). Using community-academic partnerships and a creative expression
contest to engage youth in the development of communication materials for promoting behaviors that
prevent COVID-19. Health Promotion Practice, 23(4), 609-618.
https://doi.org/10.1177/15248399211070547

*Leos, R. A., Cuccaro, P. M., Herbold, J. R., Hernandez, B. F. (2022). Exploring school staff
perceptions relating to animals and their involvement in interventions to support mental health.
International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 19(12), 7126.
https://doi.org/0.3390/ijerph19127126

Walker, T. J., *Szeszulski, J., Robertson, M. C., Cuccaro, P. M., Fernandez, M. E. (2022)
Understanding implementation strategies to support physical activity approaches in elementary schools:


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pec.2022.10.130
https://doi.org/10.3390/healthcare11070963
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0282811
https://doi.org/10.2196/40156
https://doi.org/10.1177/08862605221104534
https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines11020249
https://doi.org/10.1177/10436596221114149
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2022.115240
https://doi.org/10.1177/15248399211070547
https://doi.org/0.3390/ijerph19127126

31.

32.
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35.
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37.

38.

39.

40.
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A qualitative study. Evaluation and Program Planning, 92, 102051.
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Ecodevelopmentally based study of epidemiological and self-perceived indices of HIV risk among
young African Americans: A comparative analysis. Poster presentation at the 21% Annual International
Meeting of the International Society for Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research, Washington DC.

*Li, Y., Mgbere, O., Abughosh, S., Chen, H., Cuccaro, P., & Essien, E.J. (2016, May). Modeling
ecodevelopmental context of STDS/HIV risk and protective behaviors among African American
adolescents. Poster presentation at the 21% Annual International Meeting of the International Society for
Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research, Washington DC.

Santa Maria, D., & Cuccaro, P. (2016, March). Feasibility of conducting a mindfulness intervention
with homeless sheltered youth: Results of a pilot study. Paper presentation at the 2016 Society for
Adolescent Health and Medicine Nursing Special Interest Group Annual Meeting, Washington, DC.

Hernandez. B. F., Peskin, M. F., Shegog, R., Gabay, E., Cuccaro, P., Addy, R., & Markham, C. (2015,
December). ICHAMPSS: A web-based decision-support system to facilitate the dissemination of
evidence-based sexual health programs in school settings. Paper presentation at The National Institutes
of Health and AcademyHealth 8" Annual Conference on the Science of Dissemination and
Implementation in Health, Washington, DC.

Peskin, M., Gabay, E. Hernandez, B., Shegog, R. Cuccaro, P., & Markham, C. (2015, November).
Usability testing of iICHAMPSS: A web-based decision-support system for adopting and implementing
evidence-based sexual health programs in schools. Paper presentation at the 143™ American Public
Health Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL.

Wiesner, M., Elliott, M. N., Cuccaro, P. M., Schwebel, D. C., Tortolero, S., Davies, S., Toomey, S. L.,
& Schuster, M. A. (2015, May). Time-varying covariates of distinctive patterns of youth violence
exposure across time: A latent transition analysis. Paper presentation at the 23" Society for Prevention
Research Annual Meeting, Washington, DC.

Coker, T. R., Elliott, M. N., Toomey, S., Schwebel, D. C., Tortolero, S. R., Cuccaro, P., Davies, S. L.,
& Schuster, M. A. (2015, April) A longitudinal analysis of racial/ethnic disparities in ADHD diagnosis
and treatment. Paper presentation at the Pediatric Academic Societies Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA.

Wiesner, M., Elliott, M. N., Lewis, T., Cuccaro, P., Mrug, S., Toomey, S., Tortolero, S., & Schuster, M.
A. (2014, November). Stability and change in patterns of youth violence exposure: A latent transition
analysis. Paper presentation at the 70" American Society of Criminology Annual Meeting, San
Francisco, CA.

Hawes-Dawson, J., Cuccaro, P., Moore, J., & Paffen, S. (May 2013). Experiences collecting
anthropometric measures from children and teens: Lessons learned from Healthy Passages. Paper
presentation at the 47" International Field Directors and Technologies Conference, Providence, RI.

Toomey, S. L., Elliott, M. N., Schwebel, D. C., Cuccaro, P.M., Tortolero, S. R., Davies, S. L.,
Kampalath, V., & Schuster, M. A. (2013, May). Adolescent self-report of patient-centered care:
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Association with receipt of high quality primary care and unmet needs. Paper presentation at the 2013
Pediatric Academic Societies Annual Meeting, Washington DC.

Lewis, T., Schwebel, D. C., Elliott, M. N., Visser, S., Toomey, S. L., McLaughlin, K. A., Cuccaro, P.,
Tortolero, S., Banspach, S. W., & Schuster, M. A. (2011, October—November). The association between
youth violence exposure and ADHD symptoms. Paper presentation at the 139™ American Public Health
Association Annual Meeting, Washington, DC.

Franzini, L., Elliott, M. N., Cuccaro, P., Schuster, M. A., Gilliland, M. J., Franklin, F., & Tortolero S.
(2008, October). Influences of physical and social neighborhood environments on child physical activity

and obesity. Paper presentation at the 136™ American Public Health Association Annual Meeting, San
Diego, CA.

. Cuccaro, P., Tortolero, S. R., Peskin, M. F., Markham, C., Addy, R. C., & Lormand, D. (2008, August).

Prevalence and incidence of dating violence among African American and Hispanic middle school
youth. Paper presentation at the International Congress of Behavioral Medicine, Tokyo, Japan.

Wallander, J., Windle, M., Cuccaro, P., Dittus, P., Kanouse, D., Tortolero, S., & Schuster, M. (2008,
August). Multilevel influences on health risk behaviors in major race/ethnic groups: The Healthy
Passages study. Paper presentation at the International Congress of Behavioral Medicine, Tokyo, Japan.

Coker, T. R., Elliott, M. N., Kanouse, D. E., Grunbaum, J., Gilliland, M. J., Tortolero, S. R., Cuccaro,
P., & Schuster, M. A. (2008, May). Family homelessness in 5th grade students: Prevalence,
characteristics, and associated health care needs. Paper presentation at the Pediatric Academic Societies
Annual Meeting, Honolulu, HI.

Coker, T. R., Elliott, M. N., Kataoka, S., Mrug, S., Schwebel, D. C., Massetti, G., Grunbaum, J., Peskin,
M. F., Cuccaro, P., & Schuster, M. A. (2008, May). Racial/ethnic disparities in mental health care
utilization. Paper presentation at the Pediatric Academic Societies Annual Meeting, Honolulu, HI.

Schwebel, D. C., Gaines, J., Kinchen, S., Cuccaro, P. M., Elliott, M. N., Franzini, L., Mumford, G.,
Parcak, S., & Schuster, M. A. (2008, March). Use of satellite imagery to study neighborhood effects on
disparities in unintentional adolescent pedestrian injury. Paper presentation at the 9" World Conference
on Injury Prevention and Safety Promotion, Mérida, Mexico.

Gilliland, M. J., Franklin, F., Roth, D., Grunbaum, J. A., Martino, S., Franzini, L., Kanouse, D.,
Cuccaro, P., & Schuster, M. (2007, March). Neighborhood physical and social environmental
influences on body mass index of mother and child dyads: The Healthy Passages study. Paper
presentation at the 28" Society of Behavioral Medicine Annual Meeting, Washington, DC.

Mrug, S., Gilliland, M. J., Tortolero, S., Elliott, M., Grunbaum, J. A., Cuccaro, P., & Schuster, M. A.
(2007, March—April). Externalizing problems in early maturing girls: Protective effects of the parent-
child relationship. Paper presentation at the Society for Research in Child Development Biennial
Meeting, Boston, MA.

Gilliland, M. J., Eden, A., Tortolero, S., Grunbaum, J. A., Elliott, M. N., Cuccaro, P., Stein, B., &
Schuster, M. A. (2006, November). Mental health implications of children’s concerns about terrorism:
The Healthy Passages study. Paper presentation at the 134™ American Public Health Association Annual
Meeting, Boston, MA.
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Schuster, M., Windle, M., Grunbaum, J. A., Elliott, M., Tortolero, S., Cuccaro, P., & Gilliland, J.
(2006, November). Healthy Passages: A multilevel, multimethod longitudinal study of adolescent

health. Paper presentation at the 134™ American Public Health Association Annual Meeting, Boston,
MA.

Grunbaum, J. A., Berry, S. H., Cuccaro, P., Elliott, M. N., Gilliland, J., Hawes-Dawson, J., Kanouse,
D., Tortolero, S. R., Wallander, J., Windle, M., & Schuster, M. A. (2006, September). Healthy Passages:
A longitudinal study to improve policies and programs to promote adolescent health. Paper presentation
at the 2006 National Health Promotion Conference, Atlanta, GA.

Markham, C., Tortolero, S., Peskin, M. F., Cuccaro, P., & Turk, E. (2006, May). Using the 40
Developmental Assets framework to guide prevention research. Paper presentation at Link Up Houston,
the Houston Independent School District Community Assets Conference, Houston, TX.

Paulk, D. L., Eden, A., Gilliland, M. J., Grunbaum, J. A., Windle, M., Elliott, M., Cuccaro, P.M.,
Peskin, M.F., & Schuster, M. (2006, March). Influence of peer victimization and negative self-
attributions on school attitude and functioning. Poster presentation at the 11" Society for Research on
Adolescence Biennial Meeting, San Francisco, CA.

Eden, A., Gilliland, J., Kanouse, D., Tortolero, S., Cuccaro, P., & Schuster, M. A. (2005, December).
Mental health and perceived discrimination in children. Paper presentation at the 133™ American Public
Health Association Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA.

Grunbaum, J. A., Cuccaro, P., Berry, S., Fleschler, M., Kilpatrick, S., Mun, E. Y., & Wiesner, M.
(2005, December). Healthy Passages: Importance of a multidimensional and comprehensive assessment
of children’s health and well-being. Poster presentation at the 133" American Public Health Association
Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA.

Wise, M. S., Mizrahi, E. M., Dunn, K., Lane, J., Hrachovy, R., Cuccaro, P., & Hirtz, D. (1999,
October). Seizures in very low birth weight (VLBW) infants: 1. Study design, subject characteristics, and
seizure incidence. Paper presentation at the Child Neurology Society Annual Meeting, Nashville, TN.

Cuccaro, P. (1997, April). Perceptions of adolescents’ influence in family decision making. Poster
presentation at the Society for Research in Child Development Biennial Meeting, Washington, DC.

Young, V., Cuccaro, P., & Sirota, H. (1991, November). We Care for You: Evaluation of a public
health information program. Poster presentation at the 119" American Public Health Association Annual
Meeting, Atlanta, GA.

Cuccaro, P., & Cousins, J. H. (1990, April). Knowledge and attitude changes following a
cardiovascular risk reduction program for Mexican Americans. Poster presentation at the 11" Society
for Behavioral Medicine Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL.

PROFESSIONAL/TEACHING DEVELOPMENT

January 2021 .b Curriculum (version 10) Teacher Training

March 2017 UCSD Mindfulness-Based Professional Training Institute Mindfulness Retreat
Training



Paula M. Cuccaro

July 2016
June 2016

April 2016-
May 2016

Aug 2015-
Sept 2015

Jan 2014

Aug 2014-
Nov 2014

March 2015

April 2015-
August 2015

TEACHING
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.b Curriculum (version 9) Teacher Training

Applying Behavior Change Principles to Interactive Media Training

Mindfulness-based Stress Reduction Facilitation Study Group

MBSR-T Facilitation Training

SPH Grants Writing Workshop

Mindfulness-based Stress Reduction Course

Motivational Interviewing Course

Mindfulness-based Stress Reduction — Teen Curriculum Teacher Training

Primary Courses Taught

PH 5200

PH 1433

PH 1118

Foundations of Leadership in Public Health. University of Texas-Houston School of
Public Health. Fall 2009, Fall 2010, Fall 2011, Fall 2012, Fall 2013, Fall 2014, Fall
2015, Fall 2016, Fall 2017, Fall 2018, Fall 2019, Spring 2020, Spring 2021, Spring
2022, Spring 2023, Spring 2024. Co-developed course and co-taught (50% time) with
Dr. Tortolero.

Research Seminar in Health Promotion and Behavioral Sciences. University of Texas-
Houston School of Public Health. Fall 2022. Co-taught (50% time) with Dr. Springer.

Qualitative Methods. Fall 2018, Fall 2019. Co-taught (40% time) with Dr. McCurdy.
Fall 2023. Co-taught (50% time) with Drs. Shay and Brault. (Note: course name
changed with introduction of new CEPH requirements for MPH course, see PH

5015)

Previous Courses Taught

PH 1239

PH 1238

Theories of Child and Adolescent Development. Spring 2015. Co-taught (50% time)
with Dr. Caughy.

Adolescent Sexual Health. University of Texas-Houston School of Public Health. Fall
2010, Fall 2011, Fall 2012, Fall 2013, Fall 2014, Fall 2015. Co-taught (25% time)
with Drs. Tortolero, Markham, Peskin.
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PH 1118

PH 1119

PH 1120

PH 5015
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Introduction to Qualitative Methods. Fall 2015, Fall 2016, Fall 2017. Co-taught (40%
time) with Dr. McCurdy. Fall 2023.

Qualitative Analysis. Spring 2017, Spring 2018. Co-taught (30% time) with Dr.
McCurdy.

Introduction to Program Evaluation. Spring 2016. Co-taught (30% time) with Drs.
Savas and Addy.

Introduction to Qualitative Methods. 2023-present. Served as Course Director. 2021-
2024. Served as Course Co-Director with Dr. McCurdy. Co-developed course with
Drs. McCurdy and Wermuth (Fall 2018), co-developed asynchronous course with Dr.
Gallardo (Fall 2019). Spring 2018 Co-taught (33% time) with Drs. McCurdy and
Wermuth; Spring 2019, Summer 2019, Fall 2019, Fall 2020, Summer 2021, Fall
2021, Fall 2022 (100%).

Guest Lecturer in Other UTHealth Houston School of Public Health Courses

PHI1119

PH 1238

PH 1433

PH 2998

PH 2998

PH 5220

PH 5311

Qualitative Analysis. Spring 2015.

Adolescent Sexual Health. Spring 2016, Spring 2017, Spring 2018, Spring 2019,
Spring 2020, Spring 2021, Spring 2022, Spring 2023, Spring 2024.

Research Seminar in Health Promotion and Behavioral Sciences. Spring 2015, Spring
2017, Spring 2018, Fall 2018, Spring 2019, Fall 2020, Spring 2021, Fall 2021, Spring
2022.

Epidemiology Seminar: Communicating Scientific Data to Professionals and Public
Fall 2024.

Special Topics in Epidemiology: Scientific Communication and Dissemination.
Summer 2021.

Women and Leadership. Spring 2016.
Maternal & Child Health Core Training Seminar II. Normative Development in

Middle Childhood and Adolescence. Spring 2010, Spring 2015, Spring 2017, Spring
2018, Spring 2019, Spring 2021, Spring 2023.

Other Teaching/Trainings

2021-present

University of Houston Cougar Health Research Academy, June 7-11, 2021, June 6-
10, 2022.
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Annual Summer Course for Adolescent Sexual Health. Hosted by University of Texas
Prevention Research Center, Houston, TX. Taught June 15-18, 2009, June 20-24,
2010, June 12-14, 2012, June 10-12, 2014; co-taught with Meryl Cohen, MSW, May
16-18, 2011, co-taught with Drs. Tortolero, and Shegog, June 10-12, 2014.

POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW AND STUDENT MENTORING

Postdoctoral Fellows

2023-present

2019-2021

Doctoral

Jihye (Jenn) Choi, PhD

Sharice Preston, PhD, CHES
Current Position: Tenure Track Assistant Professor, Department of Health Promotion
and Behavioral Sciences, UTHealth School of Public Health

Doctoral Students (Advisor)

2023-present
2023-present
2020-present

Roldyne Dolce, MPH, CHES
Jenny Niedenfuehr, MPH

Shayda Dioun, MPH
Dissertation: HPV vaccine uptake in insured youth: An analysis of 2016-2021 IQVIA
and American Community Survey data.

Doctoral Students (Committee Member)

Current

2024-present

2023-present

2023-present

2023-present

Olajumoke Oladoyin, MPH
Dissertation: HPV vaccination and cervical cancer screening.

Hannah Reygaerts, MPH

Dissertation: Making sense in the age of misinformation: exploring the dynamics of
vaccine beliefs, intention, and decision-making in diverse communities during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Victoria Kwentua, MPH

Dissertation: Sexual reproductive health education and intervention opportunities for
preventing pregnancy and supporting healthy parenting among youth with foster care
experience.

Kaitlyn Zajack-Garcia, MS
Dissertation: Breastfeeding and childhood vaccinations.
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2022-present

2022-present

2022-present

2022-present

2021-present
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Rosandra Daywalker, MD
Dissertation: From surviving to thriving: Enhancing health worker well-being
initiatives through Total Worker Health and Trauma-Informed Care.

Justin Rahman, MHA
Dissertation: TBD

Priyadarsini Dasari

Dissertation: Effect of the Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act
(MHPAEA) on healthcare utilization, health outcomes and costs for people suffering
from mental health conditions.

Zahra Alakhdhair
Dissertation: Factors impacting trauma informed care training for healthcare
professionals, staff and experts on refugee and migrant health.

Gabriela Fernandez, MPH
Dissertation: Diabetic management among low-income Hispanics during COVID-19
pandemic.

Completed (Advisor or Dissertation Supervisor)

2016-2023

2021-2023

2018-2022

2017-2021

Sara Nofal, MB ChB (MD), Med, PhD
Dissertation: Mammography screening behavior: A machine learning approach.
Current position: Postdoctoral Research Fellow, MD Anderson Cancer Center

Jihye (Jenn) Choi, PhD

Dissertation: Knowledge, attitudes, and behavior of mothers in South Korea regarding
HPYV vaccination in boys.

Current position: Postdoctoral Research Fellow, UTHealth Houston School of Public
Health

Chinenye Lynette Ejezie, PhD

Dissertation: Human Papillomavirus vaccination among minority teenagers aged 13
to 17 years during the COVID-19 pandemic in the United States: Findings from the
NIS-Teen survey.

Current position: Program Manager - Research, MD Anderson Cancer Center

Andra-Mesha Smith, PhD

Dissertation: Adolescent dating violence victimization among urban middle school
students: The interplay of peer, parental, and individual factors.

Current position: Program Evaluator

Completed (Committee Member)

2023-2024

David Luo, MIE, PhD
Dissertation: Examining the extent to which job demands and job resources are
present and how they affect health care workers in an academic medical center.
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2021-2022

2021-2022

2019-2022

2020-2022

2020-2021

2018-2021
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Current position: Healthcare Systems Engineer - Human Factors, MD Anderson
Cancer Center

Emanuelle Dias, PhD, MPH, CPH

Dissertation: Individual- and clinic-level factors influencing colorectal cancer
screening in federally qualified health centers.

Current position: Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education (ORISE) fellow,
U.S. Department of the Army

Shanthi Raj, MHSA, MPH, PhD

Dissertation: The COVID-19 pandemic: Assessing the impact on acute stroke in a
Texas health system.

Current position: Quality & Systems Improvement Director — North Texas, American
Heart Association/American Stroke Association

Cynthia Wittenburg, MS, DrPH

Dissertation: Efficacy of a voucher-based cancer prevention screening program
among low-income Hispanics along the southwest Texas/Mexico border.
Current position: Assistant Professor of Instruction, University of Texas El Paso

Derek Craig, MPH, PhD

Dissertation: Examining the development of youth physical activity interventions and
factors associated with implementation.

Current position: Postdoctoral Research Fellow, UTHealth Houston School of Public
Health

Preena Loomba, MSc, PhD

Dissertation: An examination of adolescent risk behaviors in the context of
technological and policy influences.

Current position: Postdoctoral Research Fellow, MD Anderson Cancer Center

Rhoda Leos, DrPH

Dissertation: Animal-assisted interventions as a strategy to mitigate the effects of
trauma and support school children in the San Antonio community.

Current position: Research Coordinator I1I, UTHealth Houston School of Public
Health, San Antonio location

Robert Thomas, PhD, JD, MBA

Dissertation: US gig economy: Assessing the effect of piece rate based income
insecurity on worker health.

Current position: Principal & Chief Strategy Consultant, Thomas Consulting Group

Laura Witte, DrPH

Dissertation: Differences between sexual and gender minority youth and non-SGM
youth who are experiencing homelessness.

Current position: Advanced Postdoctoral Fellow, Health Professions Education

Evaluation and Research (HPEER)
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2019-2020

2017-2018

2017-2018

2016-2018

2015-2017
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Ellen Fiesinger, DrPH

Dissertation: A review of financial factors associated with implementation and
sustainability of Safe Routes to School programs to inform program development in
Pasadena, TX.

Current position: Monitor and Evaluation Specialist Peace Corps Response, Peace
Corps

Wafa Duhaim, DrPH
Dissertation: Health-related quality of life, physical activity, and perceived parental
self-efficacy among low-income mothers in the first year postpartum.

Claire Crawford, PhD
Dissertation: Social work involvement in Hurricane Harvey relief efforts.
Current position: Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Baylor College of Medicine

Gayla Ferguson, DrPH

Dissertation: Consider Us: Analysis of national mammography screening
recommendations on African-American women.

Current position: Assistant Professor, UTHealth Houston School of Public Health

Darlene Acorda, PhD, RN, CNE, CPNP-PC (UTHealth Cizik School of Nursing)
Dissertation: Latino parental beliefs and practices in child fever: A focused
ethnographic study.

Current positions: Assistant Professor, UTHealth Cizik School of Nursing,
Department of Undergraduate Studies; Pediatric Nurse Practitioner, Texas Children’s
Urgent Care

Jamie Freeny, DrPH

Dissertation: Adverse childhood experiences, depression and resilience in African
American church-going youth.

Current position: Director, Center for School Behavioral Health, Mental Health
America of Greater Houston

Nkiruka Ehiemere, DrPH

Dissertation: Utilizing actigraphy and dosimetry to determine the relationship
between colic, sleep and maternal postpartum depression.

Current position: Senior Project Management, Alpha 3 Enterprises

Isabel Roth, DrPH

Dissertation: Ethnography of integrative pain treatment at a large urban pediatric
hospital.

Current position: Assistant Professor, University of North Carolina School of
Medicine

Nicole Dierschke, DrPH
Dissertation: Pregnancy intentions and birth outcomes in southern states.
Current position: Clinical Research Informatics Specialist, UT Health San Antonio
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Ya-Huei Li, PhD (University of Houston School of Pharmacy)

Dissertation: An ecodevelopmental study of self-perceived indices of HIV risk among
young African American men.

Current position: Senior Scientist, Hartford HealthCare

Katelyn Jetelina, PhD

Dissertation: The developmental and dynamic relationship between bullies, victims of
bullies, and reported injuries among a cohort of adolescents.

Current position: CEO, EpiMonitor

Doctoral Students (External Reviewer)

2022-2022

2021-2021

2020-2020

2019-2019

2018-2018

2017-2017

2017-2017

Alison M. Rector, MS

Dissertation: Knot selection, mediation analysis, and modeling PM, 5 and COVID-19
outcomes in a DLNM Framework.

Current position: Senior Health Statistician/Data Scientist, Aon

Susan L. Parker, PhD

Dissertation: Cervical cancer screening and primary care attendance in the COVID-19
era: Who is falling through the cracks in a safety-net healthcare system?

Current position: Research Associate, Baylor College of Medicine

Benjamin Lee, DrPH

Dissertation: Attitudes towards computer games for learning and player archetypes:
An exploration of measures on pre-intervention player characteristics for serious
game-based interventions.

Current position: Assistant Outreach Manager, Harris County Public Health

Kathryn Gallardo, PhD

Dissertation: Understanding factors that impact health behaviors and access to
healthcare among youth experiencing homelessness.

Current position: Assistant Professor, Department of Health Promotion and
Behavioral Sciences, UTHealth Houston School of Public Health

Jayson Rhoton, PhD

Dissertation: Exploring the social and environmental determinants associated with
cancer screening.

Current position: Data Analyst, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Serena Rodriguez, PhD

Dissertation: Individual and clinic-level factors associated with HPV vaccine
initiation among 11-17 year old adolescents.

Current position: Assistant Professor, Department of Health Promotion and
Behavioral Sciences, UTHealth Houston School of Public Health, Dallas Location

Sherene Sharath, PhD
Dissertation: Factors associated with adherence to intermittent claudication therapy.
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Current positions: Assistant Professor of Surgery & Director of Clinical and Health
Services Research, Department of Surgery, SUNY Downstate Health Sciences
University

2016-2016 Frances Recknor, DrPH
Dissertation: Human trafficking: Responses by the public health and health care
sectors.
Current position: Clinical Assistant Professor, Baylor College of Medicine

Master of Public Health Students (Advisor/Thesis/Integrated Learning Experience Supervisor)

Current Academic Advisor
2020-present Heather Alexander
2024-present Chanel Jones
2024-present Laura Bedini

Current Integrated Learning Experience Supervisor
2024-present Amna Hamed

Completed Thesis

2018-2019 Fatima Frausto
Thesis: Perceived discrimination from providers on Latina mothers’ decision-making
on HPV vaccination initiation and completion in Houston, TX

2017-2019 Jennifer Contreras
Thesis: Utilization of mindfulness-based practices for adults with fibromyalgia: 2017
National Health Interview Survey

2016-2018 Melinda Chen
Thesis: The impact of television viewing on body image and weight loss in 5%-
graders from the Health Passages Study

2016-2018 Ellen Johnson
Thesis: Creating a common understanding around social emotional learning: The first
step toward coordinated local action

2014-2016 Kelly Ressler
Thesis: Investigating the surgical transmissibility of amyloid-based
neurodegenerative disease: A retrospective case control study

Completed Integrative Learning Experience (Supervisor)

2021-2021 Julie Davidson

2020-2021 Elisa Garcia

2020-2021 Roger Williams

Completed Integrative Learning Experience (Advisor)
2021-2023 Elizabeth McAteer Valentin
2018-2020 Oyinlola Owolabi

2017-2019 Lea Sacca
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Completed Capstone Course

2020-2023 Kawtar Zouaidi
2021-2022 Sophia Wasik
2021-2022 Kim Wodstrchill
2020-2022 Tierney Thomison
2019-2021 Alix Halter
2019-2021 Alison Kiley
2018-2020 Alexis Shorts
2017-2018 Aisha Wani
2016-2019 Roukiatou Barry
2016-2017 Zehra Talib
2015-2017 Leah Halley
2015-2017 Andra-Mesha Smith
2014-2015 Kaylinh Ly

Master of Public Health Students (Committee member)

Completed

2017-2018 Kelly McGauhey
Thesis: Mapping colorectal cancer in Texas counties: How age and socioeconomic
factors interact with patients’ stage at diagnosis with colorectal cancer

2017-2018 Andrea Siceluff
Thesis: Applying Intervention Mapping to adapt a community-based education
program to promote breast and cervical cancer prevention and early detection among
Latinas

2014-2015 Hillary Lapham
Thesis: Examining the age of initiation of tobacco, alcohol and marijuana among
adolescents

2013-2014 Monique Gill
Thesis: The association between presence of school health personnel and youth
participation in risky behaviors

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Community Engagement

2023-present Member, Society for Adolescent Health and Medicine Immunization Committee
2022-present Member, Texas Developmental Center for AIDS Research (D-CFAR)
2022-present Member, Statewide Collaborative on Youth Homelessness

2021-present Member, Be Well Baytown Steering Committee

2018-present Member, Immunization Coalition of Greater Houston

2017-present Member, Texas HPV Coalition

2016-2019 Member, Houston Independent School District Immunization Workgroup
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Scientific Grant Reviewer

2021

Grant reviewer, UTH-MDA Population Health Initiative Collaborative Projects Fund
Review Panel

Scientific Publication Peer Reviewer

2024 Reviewer, Cancer Medicine

2024 Reviewer, Cochrane Library

2024 Reviewer, The Lancet Infectious Diseases

2022-2023 Reviewer, Health Promotion Practice

2023 Reviewer, Journal of Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities

2022 Reviewer, Preventive Medicine

2022 Reviewer, American Journal of Sexuality Education

2019-2023 Reviewer, Journal of Healthcare for the Poor and Underserved

2016-2022 Reviewer, Journal of Adolescent Health

2016 Reviewer, Journal of Health Psychology

2016 Reviewer, Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health

2015 Reviewer, Progress in Community Health Partnerships: Research, Education, and
Action

2014-2018 Reviewer, Journal of Research on Adolescence

2007-2015 Reviewer, Journal of School Health

Subject Matter Expert

2023  American Cancer Society, November-December 2023 School Nurse ECHO Series

Conference Planning
2022 Planning Committee Member, 2022 Texas Public Health Summit University of Texas
Health Science Center at Houston/Texas Department of State Health Services
2015 Planning Committee Member, 2015 Summit on HPV-Related Diseases. University of
Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center
Event Judge
2/2021 Proposal reviewer, UNICEF Promoting Education Across the Country (PEAC)

8/2019, 8/2020

1/2019

Ideathon

Judge, CPRIT Summer Internship Poster Competition, UTHealth School of Public
Health

Judge, Three Minute Thesis Finals, UTHealth School of Public Health



Paula M. Cuccaro Page 36
INTERNAL SERVICE

2023-present Member, Practice Council, UTHealth School of Public Health
2022-present Member, Health Promotion/Behavioral Sciences online MPH committee

2022-2023 Member, Tenure Track Open Department Open Rank Faculty Position, UTHealth
School of Public Health/Texas Epidemic Public Health Institute

2021-present MPH Core Course Director for PHM 5015, UTHealth School of Public Health

2021 Member, Non-Tenure Track Teaching Assistant Professor Faculty Search Committee,
UTHealth School of Public Health

2020 Reviewer, CPRIT summer intern applicants, UTHealth School of Public Health

2019 Lead mindfulness meditation session for students, staff, and faculty at SPH in Spring
2019 and Fall 2019 semester events, UTHealth School of Public Health
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